
While they are certainly battling on the pitch to try and earn a 
playoff spot this summer, Kelyn Rowe, Lee Nguyen, and Antonio 
Mlinar Delamea also have interesting storylines off the field. 
 You may not find someone who is more involved in the 
community than Rowe, who is a three-time recipient of the 
team’s Humanitarian Award. Rowe has partnered with the Jesse 
Rees Foundation, a charity whose mission is to help children 
inflicted with pediatric cancer. The Jesse Reed foundation 
inspired the “Kelyn’s NEGU Crew” (Never Ever Give Up), a 
program that helps children deal with the trials and tribulations 
that comes with a cancer diagnosis. 
 On top of this achievement, the Jesse Rees Foundation 
named Rowe its All-Star of the Year for 2016. 
 “I’ve always been partial to the fight against pediatric cancer 
and getting kids out of the hospitals when they can, because 
it is such a hard and depressing time,” Rowe said. “When all 
you experience is related to doctors, lab coats and bad news, or 
whatever it may be, but then you get these kids on the field for 
a full day being a child again. Their smiles - that’s the biggest 
thing about this.” 
 Rowe’s mother had a big influence on him starting  
this program. 
 “My mother works at Seattle Children’s Hospital and I’ve 
always wanted to make her proud and it’s something that is 
dear to my heart,” Rowe said. “She works in the Pediatric 
(Intensive Care Unit). She’s a hero to me and the fact that I’m 
able to have a platform to make these kids’ days, whether it be 
just a high five or a smile and create an event around it. It just 
makes me very happy.” 

 Another restaurant Nguyen enjoys dining at is Barcelona on 
Tremont Street. 
 “We love Barcelona in Boston,” Nguyen said. “My girlfriend 
is very big into tapas, so it’s one of our favorite tapas restaurants 
in the city.” 
 On top of spending time at local eateries, Nguyen has 
developed an interest in fashion, as he boasted some impressive 
hairdos throughout his tenure in New England. 
 “I would definitely say I have the best style on the team,” 
Nguyen said with a wink. “It’s pretty easy to sense who has a 
good sense of style, and I like people who like to go outside the 
lines a little bit.” 
 This self-confidence has definitely translated on the field, 
as Nguyen is second in club history in game-winning goals. 
 “I love big game moments. I love when the game is on the 
line and it’s one of those things where you have to rise to those 
moments,” Nguyen said. “I heard the saying, ‘Big-time players 
have to show up in big-time games,’ so that’s a saying that I do 
look up to.” 
 On top of loving the big moments, Nguyen also boasts a 
level of consistency, as he leads the team in assists and is second 
in goals scored. 
 As far as attractions go, Nguyen enjoys spending time in the 
Seaport District. 
 “It’s always good to stroll across the harbor and see the 
Boston Tea Party boat. There’s that sense of history that’s always 
been around,” Nguyen said. “You know that you’re in a historic 
place here in New England.” 
 Someone that Nguyen could help introduce the city to is 
Delamea, who is the first player in Major League Soccer history 
to come from Slovenia. 

 On top of giving the “Courageous Kids” (a term that the 
distinguished guests are called) a day to remember, Rowe and 
the team provides them with gifts such as free tickets and a jersey. 
The team has gone as far as hosting away game events in Seattle 
and Portland, Oregon. 
 The upcoming NEGU Crew dates are July 5th vs New  
York Red Bulls, August 12th vs Vancouver Whitecaps, and 
September 30th vs Atlanta United which is Childhood  
Cancer Awareness Night. 
 Rowe also has some impressive stats on the field, as the 
midfielder has amassed at least five goals and five assists in each 
of the last four seasons with the Revolution. He is also one of 
just seven players in club history with at least 25 career goals and 
assists. If that wasn’t enough, he ranks second in team history 
with six career goals in the U.S. Open Cup, where the only player 
ahead of him is the legendary Taylor Twellman with seven. 
 While giving back to the community, Rowe also found the 
time to invest in Gre.co on Newbury Street. 
 “It’s fast casual Greek Food. It’s been blowing up lately – it’s 
going really well.” Rowe said. “They have one of my favorites, the 
Loukoumades, a Greek donut. It’s smothered in chocolates and 
nuts. It’s honestly to die for.” 
 Coincidentally, someone that you can also find on Newbury 
Street this summer is fellow midfielder Nguyen. 
 “Newbury Street is the place to be for walking, sight-seeing, 
and shopping,” Nguyen said. “It’s where I take a lot of the new 
guys - we go eat at Cafeteria Boston. I’ve become buddies with 
the manager and they are always very hospitable whenever we 
come there.” 

 Coming via a top echelon league in PrvaLiga with NK 
Interblock Ljubljana (2008-11) and NK Olimpija Ljubljana 
(2011-17), Delamea, a defender, appeared in 135 matches, in 
which he started in 125 of them, totaling five goals and three 
assists in that span. 
 “Being the first person from Slovenia in Major League Soccer 
is a huge responsibility,” Delamea said. “I can open doors for 
other players from my country.” 
 Being new to Boston, Delamea has certainly taken a liking to 
the Commonwealth. 
 “I like the area – I like the city and the people here, they’re all 
very nice,” Delamea said. “I’m living in Quincy and I like the sea, 
so I’m very happy here.” 
 Delamea mentioned how the team has really helped him 
adjust to his new surroundings. 
 “The guys, coach (Jay Heaps), everyone is amazing, helping 
me every day,” Delamea said. “It wasn’t hard to adjust to a new 
culture and a new system. I’m friends with all the guys off the 
field so we hangout and spend a lot of time together so they 
showed me some of the areas of Boston.” 
 One thing about Delamea that locals can appreciate is his 
love of the Boston Celtics, as you can see him frequent the TD 
Garden on a consistent basis. 
 “My favorite player is Isaiah Thomas, but I like the whole 
team. They have great energy. They really look like a team,” 
Delamea said. “They inspire me so I can give something to my 
team here.”   
 It sounds like Delamea is a natural Bostonian.
 
For fans interested in purchasing tickets to Revolution games this summer,  
log on to www.revolutionsoccer.net/tickets for more information. 
  

NEW ENGL AND IS  

REVOLUTIONARY  
ON AND OFF THE FIELD

By John O’Callaghan

The current cast of players donning New England Revolution red, 
white and blue colors are far more than just soccer players. 
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